Dear 7th grade GEMS team parents,
Welcome, welcome!  I am more than excited to be your child’s teacher this year!  Science is a fun and active subject, and your child should look forward to my class.  We do lots of engaging activities and labs, projects and experiments – there is rarely a dull day.  They will learn rigorous, interesting, and relevant material here.
Please make sure that your child has the necessary materials for success:

· Composition notebook – these are hard backed and a bit smaller than a spiral, and have pages that do not come out.
· Two-pocket folder

· Pencils and eraser
· Pens

· Calculator 

Suggested optional materials:  small capacity thumb drive, index cards, sticky notes, highlighters

This year, we will be studying three major topics, as well as science as inquiry.  We will engage with them in this order:

1.  The scientific method, metric system, the nature of inquiry

2.  Astronomy (quarter 1 and part of 2)
3.  Earth science (remainder quarter 2 and 3)
4.  Environmental science (quarter 4)
Cooperative Learning:  In my classroom, we practice cooperative learning.  This is more than just group work, and asks students to interact with one another as peer teachers and learners, while all students earn their own grades, and are responsible for their own work.  All of us at PUSD are learning the same cooperative teaching techniques and are really excited to engage our students with these structures.  Students will be working in groups of 4 on a daily basis.  I will change the groups every 5 weeks, but it is important for all children to learn how to work with everyone in the classroom.  
Homework:  I give homework 2-3 times each week.  I know many of GMMS students are extremely busy with after school activities, so these assignments should not take more than 20 minutes to complete.  Students usually have 2 nights to get an assignment done (ex: given Monday, due Wednesday).  I work hard to get my students to turn in their work on time, and to that end, I penalize late assignments 10% per day for late work.  If our class gets really good at turning work in on time, they are rewarded as well. These measures have proven very effective over the years and help promote responsibility and support their content education. 
Enrichment:  This year the GEMS team has designed a rotating enrichment class that will allow all our team students to work with each of us (core teachers) during their 30-minute daily enrichment time.  The topics we each teach will be interesting, academic, and authentic, such as economics, or science today.  These are still being developed, but I think it will allow your child to work with us on real-life topics and questions that will enrich their studies and engage them. 
I have a few suggestions that might help your child succeed.  Please ask your child about their classes, assignments, and homework oftern.  Find out what they are learning, and be interested in the topics they are studying.  Look over their agenda as often as you can, and encourage students to stay organized by using it to keep track of assignments. Encourage your child to ask questions and be curious.  Use PowerSchool and our homework hotline to stay caught up in what is going on at school and encourage them to be responsible for their work.  If you know your child will be absent, contact us a few days ahead so we can give your child some work to keep them aligned with our progress.  We love involved parents, so please feel welcome here!
And, in closing, I will tell you a bit about myself.  I am new to Granite Mountain Middle School, but not new to PUSD, Prescott, or to middle school teaching.  I taught geology at Yavapai College for 4 years, 6th and 7th grade science at Mile High Middle School for 8 years, and a variety of high school sciences at Orme School for the last 2 years.  I am thrilled to return to PUSD and get back to middle school, as I am almost as nutty as my middle school students and really belong here!  I was thrilled to be offered this position.
I have lived in Prescott for 20 years, with my wonderful husband Barnabas.  Our two children, Nick and Cody, both went through Prescott schools, and are now both in college.  I am a geologist by degree and profession, and have had many wonderful field experiences, including three trips to remote regions of the high arctic.  My special areas of scientific interest are the Polar Regions and climate science, and I work to bring presentations to professional conferences as often as possible, and share these experiences with my students through our curriculum.
I earned my BA from Hampshire College in Amherst, Massachusetts, my teaching degree from Prescott College, and my MS from Montana State University in Bozeman.  I am well equipped to work with your child, but like everyone, learn new things every day!  THANK you ahead of time for the support you will give to them, and to me.
Feel free to email me as needed.  I try my very best to get back with you within 24 hours.  Email is the best way to communicate - maggie.kane@prescottschools.com  or you can leave a voice mail at (928) 717-3254 x304.
Thank you so much, and let’s have a great year!

Maggie Kane

